
April 13, 2012 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
      This is a reference for Mr. Mike McFadden. He is an outstanding professional! I have 
known Mike for 3½ years during his tenure as Program Director for California YMCA Youth & 
Government (Y&G). He is the Director of our Model United Nations (MUN) program for 
Middle School students. I serve on the Y&G statewide Board of Directors and as a Program 
Volunteer, which I have done for over 30 years. 
 
      Mike is creative, dependable, innovative, compassionate and honorable. He is an effective 
leader and a master team builder. As MUN Director, he has been extremely successful in 
doubling the number of YMCA delegations; making the program truly statewide with Youth 
Ambassadors from all corners of California; recruiting and managing a diverse volunteer staff; 
negotiating with hotels and National Army facilities; and increasing the program budget by 
nearly 300%. 
 
      Mike is very committed to doing any task and job well. He is adept in sophisticated situations 
as well as those, which require rolling up sleeves and physical work. His high level of self-
confidence, coupled with his sincere interest in what people have to say makes his leadership 
style noteworthy. He grasps concepts and situations quickly, and then he creates and implements 
innovative steps to enhance and improve final outcomes. 
 
      Mike’s ever-present positive attitude is contagious and a blessing to experience. He 
understands how to ‘be a company man’ and ‘think outside the box’ – a rare combination. He 
respects authority and fosters loyalty. He communicates well with people of all ages, and he’s a 
lot of fun! 
 
      To put it simply…I have high standards with regard to professionals, and in the last three 
decades of my close involvement with Y&G and hiring and supervising hundreds of people in 
my career, Mike is one of the best professionals I have had the pleasure to work with. I guarantee 
that he will be an asset to any company or organization! 
 
      Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any further assistance. 
 
Most cordially, 
 
 
 
Cathy Saliba 
Consultant, Organization and Fund Development 
Volunteer, California YMCA Youth & Government 
cathy@calymca.org 
(818) 681-8283 


